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M agnolia - Rev. Dr. Robert Melvin Wilson was born on December 14, 1947, to

the late Willie James Wilson and Nina Moore Wilson. He departed this life
on February 18, 2021. He was preceded in death by one brother, Joseph Lee.

Robert, as he was affectionately known, was a 1966 graduate of E.E. Smith High School in
Kenansville, NC. He later attended North Carolina College of Theology, where he obtained a

Doctorate of Theology.

Robert married his high school sweetheart and love of his life, Elvenia Farrior Wilson, on April 29,

1967. From this union, three children were born, Montrena Denise Wilson, Robert Dion Wilson
and Brian Vichon Wilson. He was a loving husband, father, and grandfather, and always provided
for his family.

In April 1999, Robert preached his trial sermon at the St. James African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church in Magnolia, NC. Following the Discipline of the AME Zion Church, he was
recommended to the Cape Fear Annual Conference by Presiding Elder A. D. Brown, where he

received his ordinations. He was called to serve as pastor of the following churches: Willard
Chapel, Martin Chapel, and Trinity AME Zion Church. After serving faithfully on the Goldsboro

District, he was transferred to the Wilson District under the leadership of Presiding Elder Franklin
Rush and the current Presiding Elder, Rev. Dr. Michael S. Bell. On the Wilson District, he served
as pastor of St. Matthew's A.M. E. Zion Church and his current church, Miller’s Chapel AME Zion

Church, Goldsboro, NC.

Having a love for his home town of Magnolia, NC, Robert became the first black fire chief and

first black police officer for the town. He recently held the position of town commissioner until
his passing. His love for law enforcement led him to serve as a police officer; deputy; and
magistrate for Duplin County. He completed his tenure in law enforcement as a transportation

officer with the NC Department of Corrections in Clinton, NC, where he retired in January 2010.
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He was appointed to the Board of Directors of Wilson & Associates’ Funeral Service, Richmond,
VA in September 2008, where he held the position as Chairman of the Board.

Robert is survived by his devoted wife of 53 years, Rev. Dr. Elvenia Raye Wilson; three children,
Montrena Wilson Hadley (Michael) of Mebane NC, Robert Dion Wilson of Raleigh, NC and Brian

Vichon Wilson of Richmond, VA; four grandchildren, Michael A. Hadley of Burlington, NC, Nina
Simone Hadley of Mebane, NC, Robert Keshawn “DJ” Wilson, and Quenten Deshawn Wilson of
Winston Salem, NC; one great- grandson, Lucis Hadley; one great grand-daughter, Laila Dixon,

of Burlington, NC; four sisters, Mary Boney ( Curnel) of Rose Hill, NC, Ethel Southerland (Jackie),
Reverend Janice Wilson, and Rev. Dr. Pamela Faison (Melvin) of Magnolia, NC.; three sisters-in-

law, Emma Allen, of Fayetteville, NC; Gwendolyn Dixon, of Philadelphia, PA; and Denise Ward of
Landover, MD; brother-in-law, Harry Farrior (Linda); two special cousins, Jacqueline Glaspie and
Kimberley Smith; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

A viewing will be held 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. Wednesday, February 24, 2021 at J. B. Rhodes Funeral
Chapel, 195 Kenansville Hwy., Warsaw, NC, with the family receiving friends from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

A Homegoing Celebration will be held 1 p.m. Thursday, February 25, 2021 at J.B. Rhodes Funeral

Chapel, 195 Kenansville Hwy., Warsaw, NC.

Entombment will follow at Devotional Gardens, 1260 NC 24 and 50 Hwy., Warsaw, NC.

Services entrusted to Wilson & Associates' Funeral Service, Inc.- East & South Chapels, 5008 Nine
Mile Rd, Richmond, VA 23223 and J.B Rhodes Funeral Home and Cremations of Warsaw.
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Chapel Viewing

Legacy Cremation Care, LLC

195 Kenansville Hwy, Warsaw NC 28398

Family Receiving Friends

Legacy Cremation Care, LLC

195 Kenansville Hwy, Warsaw NC 28398

Celebration of  Life

Legacy Cremation Care, LLC

195 Kenansville Hwy, Warsaw NC 28398

Cemetery Details

Devotional Gardens

1260 NC Hwy 24 & 50, Warsaw NC 28398
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Wednesday, February 24, 2021

1:00 PM - 7:00 PM ET

Wednesday, February 24, 2021

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM ET

Thursday, February 25, 2021

1:00 PM ET
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RF Revs. Johnas M. & Viola  L. Freeman lit a candle in honor of Robert.

April 24 at 11:38 AM

RP Rev.Dr.Jerry&Patriciaparker  lit a candle in honor of Robert.

February 25 at 4:35 PM

RL Ruby Lucas posted:

To the Family of Dr. Robert Wilson my sincere heart felt sadden is with you I will continue to keep

the family in Prayer. Sister Ruby Lucas St. John Wilson.

February 25 at 8:51 AM

DR Debra  Rose lit a candle in honor of Robert.

February 25 at 8:43 AM

MS Mavis Smith posted:

So sorry for your loss. Rev. Wilson was at peace with everyone. I am so glad I got to meet him.

February 25 at 4:01 AM

HW Harvey/Adriania  Matthis Wells lit a candle in honor of Robert.

February 24 at 5:48 PM
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MP Mary J  Pickett lit a candle in honor of Robert.

February 24 at 1:53 PM

AJ Anthony And Ebony Jones lit a candle in honor of Robert.

February 24 at 12:58 PM

AC Atkinson Chapel Church lit a candle in honor of Robert.

To the Wilson family and Miller's Chapel Church Family... The Lord bless you,

keep you and give you peace.Pastor Tracy Lewis AndAtkinson Chapel Church

Family

February 24 at 5:52 AM

Jacqueline Smith lit a candle in honor of Robert.

February 24 at 3:30 AM

Jacqueline Smith lit a candle in honor of Robert.

February 24 at 3:30 AM

DF Donnette W. Murray And Family lit a candle in honor of Robert.

May God bless you all and keep you through this time of sadness 🙏

February 23 at 5:29 PM
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BT Bertha  L. Lewis, Chairwoman Of Trustee B posted:

The officers and members of Miller's Chapel AME Zion Church (Elroy) are saddened with heavy

hearts due to the passing of our leader. He was a gentle giant, that gave much and required less.

Our prayers are extended to Pastor Raye, our first Lady.

February 23 at 4:57 PM

JB Jimmie Hicks Bowden Nc sent a virtual gift in honor of Robert.

Praying for the Wilson Family

February 23 at 4:40 PM

TJ Tenia  P. Jones lit a candle in honor of Robert.

February 23 at 4:23 PM

GM Geraldine C. Moore lit a candle in honor of Robert.

February 23 at 2:54 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Robert by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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